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A newsletter for and about HRA students, parents, alumni, and friends 

New  beginnings ð 

Peter Rodgers  greets HRA students  

at the opening of school 

   School has been in session for almost two months, 

and by all accounts ñwe are beginning what should 

be a very productive year,ò said Peter Rodgers, Prin-

cipal of Holy Rosary Academy. Discerning and re-

spectful of Holy Rosary traditions, Mr. Rodgers 

plans to spend his first year as principal observing 

HRA in operation and collecting and studying data, 

to determine where and what improvements should 

or need to be made.  

 ñOne thing I would like to see is a building up of  

Continued on Page 2 

HRA 7th grade students show compassion for Louisiana flood victims 

 The 7th grade classes were moved with compas-

sion for the people, children, and pets of Louisiana 

when they learned about last monthôs flooding. After 

discussing some of the things these flood victims 

might be experiencing and learning from middle 

school teacher, Heather Brennan, about her own ex-

perience in the flood of 2010, they decided they 

needed to do something. ñWe had been talking about 

HRA collected items for the Louisiana flood victims. 

 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ 5Ŝōƛ !ƪƛƴ 

the importance of helping others and living out those 

values from our Gospel readings,ò said middle school  

teacher, Debi Akin. ñThese students, of their own ac-

cord, organized a drive to collect all kinds of things 

the folks in Louisiana needed from canned food to 

dog food, from fans to paper towels. Mrs. Brennan 

and I were obviously elated to see them wanting to 

reach out to help others in need.ò 

 Mrs. Akin and her husband, Houston, have a fam-

ily friend from one of the Louisiana parishes. Over 

the Labor Day weekend, their friend took a garage 

full of collected items south. Students donated their 

own money as well as collected money and goods 

from others for the cause. Thanks to all who helped 

the 7th grade with this project!  The people of Louisi-

ana thank you too. Â 

tƘƻǘƻ ōȅ !ƴŘȅ ¢ŜƭƭƛΣ ¢ŜƴƴŜǎǎŜŜ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ  
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our Catholic culture,ò said Mr. Rodgers. ñIn the 

school mission statement we read that our goal is to 

óprovide a Catholic education grounded in Gospel 

values and committed to excellence.ôò To that end, 

he will be working with the HRA staff to ensure that 

the school maintains its Blue Ribbon Status and ac-

creditation through AdvancEd.  

 Mr. Rodgers also has designated a different Gos-

pel value for each month of the school year, giving 

focus to the schoolôs spiritual life. The Gospel value 

is noted daily on WHRA and posted in every class-

room. ñFaith is something that is caught, not taught,ò 

he said. ñIn addition to having these values posted, 

we need to model our faith in our speaking, interac-

tions, and in our actions.ò Mr. Rodgers also encour-

ages Church devotions to the Rosary, Stations of the 

Cross, and Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

 Mr. Rodgers is eager to build relationships with 

parents, staff, students, and the extended HRA com-

munity. Over the coming year, Mr. Rodgers, with 

stakeholders, will be developing a comprehensive 

strategic plan for the future of the school. Once de-

veloped, he will be sharing those plans with the 

HRA community.  

Continued from page 1 

Mr. Rodgers welcomes students back to Holy Rosary Academy 
 Mr. Rodgers has noted that the students of Holy 

Rosary are kind, thoughtful, and compassionate 

young men and women. At the first school Mass, 

Mr. Rodgers was sitting alone in one of the front 

pews. A few students approached and asked if they 

could sit with him. ñI asked them why they wanted 

to sit with me,ò said Mr. Rodgers. ñTheir response 

made a big impression on me and warmed my heart. 

To his question, these young students answered, 

ñBecause you are the new guy, and we donôt want 

you sitting alone.ò ñIt made me very proud and hap-

py to be here,ò said Mr. Rodgers.  

 

Mr. Rodgers experienced Holy Rosary hospitality at a special school Mass to 

officially welcome him. Each grade level proffered gifts, perhaps the sweetest 

of which was a hug from the Pre-K classes offering their love and support. Stu-

dent gift presentations included: 

§ ñSomething sweet from the dining hall ladiesò by the Kindergarteners;  

§ A song sheet of HRA songs from the first grade;  

§ A box of tissues in preparation for the terrible Tennessee allergy season 

from the second grade; 

§ Bottled water to remind him to hydrate on especially busy days from the 

third grade;  

§ A loaf of bread, symbolizing our unity in Christ from the fourth grade; 

§ Tennessee maps and brochures for places of interest ñso you donôt get lost and have some fun!ò  

from the fifth grade; 

§ Nashvilleôs finest chocolates, the world famous GooGoo Clusters, from the sixth grade;  

§ Flowers for his ñunderstanding wifeò ï as all principals have some late nightsðfrom the seventh grade;  

§ A statue of Mary, because she listens ï even when no one else doesðfrom the eighth grade. 

The entire school joined in giving Mr. Rodgers a rousing rendition of the HRA school song, ñCheer for Holy 

Rosaryò at the conclusion of the presentation. Â 
  

Students welcome Mr. Rodgers with a variety of gifts 

 Mr. Rodgers was previously the principal of Saint 

Catherine of Siena School in Connecticut. He also 

taught Theology at Saint Joseph High School. Mr. 

Rodgers earned a Master of Divinity from Mount 

Saint Maryôs University and is currently completing 

his Master of Science in Educational Leadership/

Administration from Creighton University. Mr. Rodg-

ers served in theUnited States Air Force and is a vet-

eran of Operation Iraqi Freedom. He continues to 

serve in the Air Force Reserve. Mr. Rodgers and his 

wife Micki, with their baby daughter Rose Elizabeth, 

are excited to be in the Nashville area near his wifeôs 

parents. Â 
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Why a Catholic Education ? 

In-Service brings to light why Catholic Schools are so important  

 Francis Xavier Cronin, author, writer, and public speak-

er, was a guest at the HRA faculty in-service program in 

August. In that all knowledge, truth, and wisdom come 

from God, He must be incorporated into all that is taught, 

not eliminated from education altogether as the public 

sector has done. ñHow can you have a good education 

when you leave out the big question and the real truth,ò 

asked Mr. Cronin. ñHow can you answer the little ques-

tions, if you cannot talk about the big ones?ò  

Please enjoy the following column which Mr. Cronin 

agreed to write for us. We hope it will inspire your faith 

and your commitment to Catholic education. 

     Loving God calls upon 

every dimension of our hu-

manity, every aspect of our 

being. God calls us to love, a 

love without reservation or 

exception, a love that is as 

much emotional as intellec-

tual.  And, He makes this 

very clear. For He calls us to 

love Him with all our heart, 

soul, mind, and strength. 

 And, it is often obvious to 

our modern minds that love is a matter of our hearts 

and will, our feelings and desire.  But, the love of our 

mind may sometimes seem more obscure. Yet, if we 

think about this we can see how the primary activity 

of our minds is reason, our capacity and capability to 

think and think properly.   

  And, this property and propensity to reason is our 

first way to know God substantively and to under-

stand His commands and truths. For His truths are 

not arbitrary nor a mere function of Godôs sovereign 

will.  Many of His truths reveal themselves through a 

proper use of reason.   

 So, a proper and thorough use of reason can 

prove the nature and substance of actual and factual 

truth. And, such truths must find their true source in 

the maker of truth and reason. Such an economy 

leads inevitably to the simultaneous and inseparable 

realities of knowing the truth about life and the Mak-

er of truth in the same instant.   

Knowing truth is more than just a piercing insight or 

a rational and rigorous proof of any particular truth. 

For such knowledge of truth, even scientific truth, is 

always more than mere information, insight, fact. If 

any universal fact is indeed an actual truth, regard-

less of its particular content, this truth is a manifesta-

tion of God Himself.   

 This why in the Hebrew worldview of old, 

knowledge was more than just mere information. In 

Continued  on page 4  

 Fr. Ron Nuzzi, Senior Director of Renewing 

Identity, Strengthening Education at Notre Dame 

University, nationally known speaker and author on 

the subject of Catholic Education, both entertained 

and informed teachers at the 

Diocesan In-Service program 

in September, as he highlight-

ed federal research recogniz-

ing the success of Catholic 

schools. Here are some of the 

highlights. 

 ñWe live in an age of ac-

countability,ò said Fr. Nuzzi. 

In 2015, the National Assess-

ment of Educational Progress 

(NAEP), the largest national  

assessing agency, responsible  

for the nationôs ñreport card,ò showed that 4th, 8th 

and 12th graders attending Catholic schools sig-

nificantly outpaced students in other private and 

public schools in the areas of math and reading.  

 Catholic schools take the lead in producing 

civically engaged members of society. ñCatholic 

schools produce generous individuals who are are 

more likely to volunteer, run for office, and help oth-

ers. Thatôs because actions speak louder than words, 

and generosity is modeled by their teachers,ò said Fr. 

Nuzzi. Despite the fact that they are paid approxi-

mately 25% less than their public school peers, Cath-

olic school teachers across the nation, on average, 

spend $4,125 annually for educational materials for 

the classroom. ñCatholic school students also wit-

ness generosity in their parents who volunteer or 

help with service projects, from priests who have 

 

Fr. Ron Nuzzi highlighted the benefits of a 

Catholic education at teacher in-service 

Fr. Ron Nuzzi 

 

Frank Cronin 

Continued on page 6 
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Higher achievement and civic responsibility in Catholic school students 

Continued from page 3 

 given their lives in service to others,ò he said. 

 Fr. Nuzzi noted other reasons he believes Catholic schools are ñso 

goodò including: 

¶ The foundation of Catholic Schools is excellence, attention to detail, 

a sense of community, respect, and love and care of the children by 

their teachers and their community. 

¶ The network of relationships between the school(s) and the parishes. 

¶ The collective identity and disciplines of the Church. 

¶ The moral zeal and energy that is alive in Catholic schools in Ameri-

ca. 

¶ Catholic school students receive a vision of life that they cannot get in 

public schoolsðthat they are the adopted children of God, and that 

connection to the Almighty is the source that brings meaning to their 

lives, not all the material things the world promotes. 

¶ Students learn that the source of all knowledge is God. Such 

knowledge leads us to deepen our understanding of God and our rela-

tionship with Him.  

 Additionally, Fr. Nuzzi said, ñAt a Catholic school, students see the 

faithfulness of adults around them; they see what it means to be an adult 

believer.ò  

 If there is a renaissance of faith in the United States it will begin in 

Catholic schools, Fr. Nuzzi said. ñThe Catholic school is at the heart of the 

church for it is from these schools that the next generation of Catholics 

will come.ò Â 

 2015 comparison of Catholic 

school students and public 

school students in math and 

NAEP Results for Catholic 

Schools2015 

 The five year mark has come. Once again, Holy 

Rosary Academy must undergo re-accreditation. 

This spring, an AdvancEd team will be on campus to 

identify the strengths and weaknesses of HRA 

through a rigorous, on-site review of classes and fa-

cilities to ensure that ñall learners realize their full 

potential.ò Faculty, students, parents, and community 

stakeholders will be invited to participate.  

 AdvancEd representatives are educators from the 

Nashville Diocese. Based on their findings, the team 

will recommend priority improvements. HRA must 

respond with a plan to address the teamôs recommen-

dations within a specific time frame. Recommenda-

tions from the last reaccreditation process in 2012 

led the Academy to update its website, and make fa-

cility improvements including new windows, up-

grades to the heating and A/C system, etc.   

 The school will be evaluated in a variety of dif-

ferent ways including: self-ranking assessments, 

communications, surveys, teacher observations, and 

interviews with students, faculty, and parents.  

 HRA is also accreditated under the umbrella of 

the Diocese of Nashville. The last diocesan accredita-

tion was granted in 2014.The Diocese of Nashville 

will seek reaccreditation in 2019.  

 Separate from these accreditations, in 2013 Holy 

Rosary Academy was named a National Blue Ribbon 

School by the U.S. Department of Education. In or-

der to be nominated for Blue Ribbon status, a private 

school must perform in the top 15% in the nation in 

reading and math. The graduation rate must be 95% 

or higher. HRA may pursue to be recertified as a 

Blue Ribbon School in the future. Â 

- Amy Lavender 

b  
Education is an ornament in prosperity  

and a refuge in adversity. ~Aristotle 

HRA prepares for re-accreditation through AdvancEd in spring 2017 
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Why a Catholic Education?  Letôs ask the alumni and students! 
Itôs one thing to look at charts and hear how well Catholic schools are preparing our children for 

the future, but what are the HRA alumni and students saying? We thought youôd be interested to hear 

from them and will feature an HRA graduate and a current student each quarter. 

ñPatchò F., Alumna ó13 

 My name is Patricia F., but everyone calls me 

Patch. I graduated from Holy Rosary in 2013, and am 

now a senior at McGavock High School, looking for-

ward to what the future holds.  

 As I look to that future, I think back to the influ-

ential years I spent at HRA. The education I received 

prepared me in so many ways. Academically, I en-

tered my freshman year at McGavock with a strong 

foundation in English, Math, Science, and History 

with study and note taking skills, 

the ability to stay organized, 

the determination to get my 

work done to the best of 

my ability, and the ability 

to meet deadlines. These 

may seem like simple 

things, but I was sur-

prised to learn how few 

students understood these 

basic principles of school 

success. With these skills in 

hand, I was able to excel in various AP and honors 

courses and will be graduating with 4 college credits.  

 Respect for authority is another major difference 

between HRA and most MNPS students. The Holy 

Rosary staff, teachers, and community taught us to be 

respectful of adults and those in charge, to follow the 

rules, and to be kind to one another. We never had to 

question the right way to act. We knew. It was ex-

pected. Believing in and holding this decorum be-

yond the walls of HRA is one of the things that 

spurred the principals at McGavock to request that I 

be an academy ambassador. 

 Before coming to Holy Rosary, my family had a 

strong belief in God; we were actively involved in 

our church, but I wasnôt Catholic. In my HRA reli-

gion classes I learned a lot about the Church, and in 

eighth grade made the decision to become a Catholic. 

This is perhaps the most powerful and significant in-

fluence Holy Rosary had on my life. I canôt think of a 

teacher I knew at HRA who didnôt exemplify the ide-

als of the Catholic Church. They all provided me 

with a great examples, while they led me on the path 

to become part of the Church.  

 Now it has come time for me to look into colleg-

es. Currently, Belmont University is my number one 

choice. My goal is to double major in music business 

and audio technology. I have known my whole life 

that I wanted to pursue a music career, but I truly be-

lieve my experiences at Holy Rosary solidified my 

dreams. I moved to Holy Rosary in the middle of my 

sixth grade year, and thanks to Mrs. Meltonôs initial 

encouragement, I broke out of my shell and per-

formed in the talent show that spring. I have been in 

all the talent shows, musicals, and choir performanc-

es available to me since then.  

 I treasure my experiences at Holy Rosary. The 

teachers there helped me grow into who I am today. 

Through those ñawkwardò and influential middle 

school years, HRA helped me discover myself and 

get ahead of the game academically.  Because of my 

experiences, I truly believe a private and Catholic 

education sets a firm foundation for a strong future. I 

am so grateful for Holy Rosary! Â 

 In this, the begin-

ning of the end of my 

time at Holy Rosary 

Academy, I have been 

asked to look back on 

my experience here 

and write an article 

for the Viking Voice. 

So Iðwithout being 

too vague or de-

tailedðam now going 

to attempt to answer. 

 At Holy Rosary Academy, I learned several 

things over the years. How to spell Tennessee for ex-

ample. Thanks Mrs. Melton, for that song that I will 

always sing when trying to spell it. Iôve learned how 

to do math, how to write and spell, and that the Eng-

lish language is very confusing and makes absolutely 

Taylor M., 2017 Graduate 

 



this worldview, such factual knowledge that was ac-

tually true was also a point of relational intimacy 

with God, the knowledge and experience of God 

Himself. 

 For to know truth, any truth, is to know the Mak-

er of that truth, the Maker of all truth. This is why 

Truth with a capital ñTò is the common way we use 

represent this simultaneous reality of factual 

knowledge about the physical universe, about moral-

ity, about philosophy and our relational intimacy 

with God and spiritual experience of Him.      

Now, such a deliberate perspective on reason inher-

ently emphasizes the information of any truth itself 

and the relational and spiritual aspects of Truth, as 

well. And, both of these perspectives implicitly and 

inherently affirm the need and necessity of a proper 

use of reason too.   

 Given this crucial function of reason to the dis-

covery of truth and the experience of God Himself, it 

is imperative we all learn to use our God given ca-

pacity to reason rightly to the best of our ability. For 

beyond our intuitive insights or some epiphanic ex-

perience, reason provides the road most traveled. For 

reason is either a means of discovery or a means of 

knowing, of understanding, a means to real wisdom.   

Frank Cronin notes that Catholic Schools teach students how to reason 

VIKING VOICE  Page 6 

no sense. Iôve learned about the past and the world 

and the wonders of science. Iôve grown mentally and 

physically alongside other people that started off shy 

and quiet and slowly discovered themselves as teach-

ers led them along and supported them. Kids at Holy 

Rosary are given so many opportunities to discover 

who they are and what they never knew they loved. 

In Kindergarten I wanted to either be a famous 

popstar, a vet, or a paleontologist.  Now, with help, I 

have discovered a love for acting, public speaking, 

writing, and science. 

 Holy Rosary is the perfect school if you want to 

learn more about your faith or become stronger in 

your beliefs. At school, we are taught about why eve-

rythingðthe birth, the death, and the resurrection of 

Christðhappened. We learn about Jesusô miracles 

and his love for us. Holy Rosary also goes more 

Taylor Mayesð  

Holy Rosary is the guiding force that has helped 
Continued from page  5 

deeply into the story of the Virgin Mary, who is our 

patron saint. 

 At Holy Rosary, things have changed over the 

years. Even the building itself looked very different 

those nine years ago. But it still does what it has al-

ways done; it guides and pushes you to do your best. 

I donôt know where the future lies, no one does. All I 

know is that Holy Rosary will help me get there, and 

that I will always be a Viking. Â 

 

 

ef  
 

Learning is a treasure  

that will follow its owner  

everywhere.   
     ~Chinese Proverb  

 If reason is truly this important, it is probably the 

most universal skill in our development as His disci-

ples. This is why Thomas Aquinas spoke of ñReason 

in man is rather like God in this world.ò This is why 

we all need to learn how to rightly use our reason. 

This is why we all need to use our reason rigorously 

and thoroughly and regularly.  

 And, this is why we all need to read the Scrip-

tures, the Church documents and the Catechism 

along with edifying and instructive books and arti-

cles. For reading is not something to be encouraged 

and praised in and of itself, despite what schools and 

our culture often say.  Reading stimulating, edifying 

and well-reasoned material is important and essential 

to our living, our characterological maturity and to 

our relational intimacy with God.   

 For writing properly done is an exercise in rea-

soning for the authors. Reading properly done is the 

same for the readers. Reasoning is a most important 

part of good writing.  Reason is what makes the case 

and what empowers the take away.  It is what deter-

mines the lasting nature of what is read.  And, read-

ing is a proper use of active thinking and critical rea-

soning.  It is where we most typically use our reason 

and learn and improve our capacity with it.    

Continued from page  3 

Continued on page 7  
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Eva Del Rio and her mom find a home at HRA 
 Eva D., 4, had tried several preschools. She al-

ways came home lonely and frustrated by the un-

friendliness of her classmates and teachers. ñI was 

really concerned that we were not going to find a 

school that would be a good fit for Eva,ò said her 

mother, Cathy D.. Then, someone recommended Ho-

ly Rosary. Though the family did not know where the 

school was, nor were they Catholic, they decided to 

visit HRA. 

 ñWe knew we were home the moment we walked 

into the building,ò said Cathy D.. ñThe first place we 

toured was the library. Evaôs face just lit up.ò With 

introductions 

made, Eva went 

happily along 

with Kristina 

Baker, pre-school 

teacher, to spend 

some time with 

the class. ñWe 

were so im-

pressed with the 

warmth and community here,ò said Cathy D. ñEven 

the middle and upper level students greeted us and 

our two other children with enthusiasm. There is def-

initely a spirit of hospitality and caring here.ò 

 The family visited in February; for six months, 

all Eva could talk about was Holy Rosary and would 

ask her mother eagerly when she would start. August 

12, 2015 was a big day for Eva and the beginning of 

a wonderful year. Holy Rosary fostered traits in Eva 

that we value, said Cathy D. ñI appreciate the part-

nership between parents and teachers through which 

we can help children grow in their areas of need, and 

foster even greater exploration and success in the 

areas in which they excel.ò 

 One of the things the D. family value in the Holy 

Rosary preschool program is its academic compo-

nent. Preschool children at HRA are introduced to 

sight words, and have special classes in music, Span-

ish, gym and library. ñI am so impressed that the 

program is individually based for each child,ò said 

Cathy D. 

 A licensed school counselor, Cathy D. began 

substituting at Holy Rosary during the 2015 school 

Photo by Anne Kelley  

year. But that wasnôt enough to contain her HRA en-

thusiasm. In June, she was named Director of Admis-

sions and is dedicated to getting the word out about 

HRA. She has been surprised how few people know 

about the school, even in the Donelson community. 

ñHoly Rosary is truly a hidden gem,ò she said. 

ñSpread the word!ò 

 ef  

 Families, did you know you can receive a $500 

tuition credit if you refer a student to Holy Ro-

sary? If the incoming referred student remains at 

HRA for one semester or more, you receive a $500 

tuition credit. If your child is in 8th grade, the tuition 

reimbursement is applied to your childôs chosen high 

school. Who can you refer to HRA? Â 

Continued from page  7 

 This is why we all should exercise our rational 

capacities regularly.  This is why we all should read 

and think, and become more sophisticated and relent-

less in our right use of reason.  And, we should do 

this so we may become better disciples of Christ and 

so we may help our children and our spouses, our 

friends and our neighbors, those who are of the faith 

and those without any faith.   

 And, this is why our Catholic schools have such a 

unique approach to education, an approach impossi-

ble in the secular schools, public or private. For in 

our Catholic schools reason is not only part of the 

scientific method.  It is a way to knowledge and truth 

beyond the physical realm.  It is a way to intangible 

truths, ultimate truths, moral truths, metaphysical 

truths.   

 And, in these schools, we find the fullest fulfill-

ment of Godôs gift of reason applied to all aspects of 

life and living. In these schools, we find His gift of 

reason most properly developed, used and applied. In 

these schools, we find our children encountering God 

in any and every activity of their day.  

 And, in these schools, our children find God with-

out the false dichotomies that separate faith from rea-

son, love from truth and head from heart. And, they 

see the wonder and unity of their faith, a faith that 

embraces every aspect of their being and living, just 

as God intends. Â 

Frank Cronin 
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It was the first day of the 2016-2017 school year. HRA students 

were busy finding their classrooms, meeting the new principal Mr. 

Rodgers... 

From top to bottom: 

Mrs. Lavenderôs class 

poses for a first day of 

school picture; Mr. 

Rodgers speaks to Mrs. 

Burnsô class; Kindergar-

teners in Mrs. Crumbyôs 

class look forward to 

hearing a story; Mr. 

Walshôs class poses for 

their last first day of 

school at Holy Rosary 

Academy. 
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...taking pictures to commemorate the day, renewing acquaint-

ances, and  making new friends.  

From top to bottom: 

Ms. Robertsôs class 

proudly displays their 

third grade status;  for a 

first day of school pic-

ture; Kindergarten pals;  

Sixth graders prepare for 

the first science experi-

ment;  the friends we 

make at Holy Rosary 

Academy are the  best 

and last a lifetime. 

  


